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Abstract

Alarmist predictions of an exponential increase in Africa’s population to
4 billion by 2100 are not borne out by the statistical data available to the
international scientific community. In 1972, the Club of Rome, a non-
governmental scientific association, published its report The Limits to Growth.
It was based on a Malthusian approach and warned of the serious risk that high
levels of consumption caused by population growth, particularly in Africa,
would lead to economic collapse. Now the Club of Rome has revised this
prediction and announced that the demographic bomb may never explode,
at least not in the catastrophic way predicted by various international bodies
and experts. It is estimated that the population of sub-Saharan Africa could
peak as early as 2060. This is 40 years earlier than predicted by the UN.
Africa’s population growth is still high, but Africa’s fertility rate is falling
faster than expected, following a dynamic seen in East Asian countries in
the recent past as a result of economic development in recent years. The aim
of this paper is to analyse the unexpected evolution of Africa’s demographic
development from a geopolitical perspective. And whether and in what way
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it is a sign of economic development, which, although uneven, may favour a
more widespread level of prosperity, historically associated with a decline in
fertility. It is a scenario that would be a game-changer for Africa’s geopolitical
landscape.

Keywords: Africa, demography, development, geopolitics, Malthus.



3

PEER-REVIEWED
SERIES

ACCESS
o > Geographles0 e

R Anthropocene ILSiElgnp
e —_

ISSN 2611-3171

21st Century Landscape Sustainability, Development and
Transformations: Geographical Perceptions

Giovanni Messina, Bresena Kopliku (Eds)

References
- Bellucci, S., 2019, Africa contemporanea, Carocci, Roma.

- Beuret, M., Michel, S., 2008, La Chineafrique: quand la Chine fait main
basse sur le continent noir, Grasset, Paris.

- Bolaffi, G., 2008, 7/ 2008 dell immigrazione, Istituto Affari Sociali, Roma.

- Bolaffi, G., Terranova, G., 2019, Immigrazione. Cause, problemi,
soluzioni, Editoriale Scientifica, Napoli.

- Cameron, R, Larry, N., 1997, A Concise Economic History of the World
from Paleolithic Times to the Present, Oxford University Press, Oxford.

- Cooper, F., 2002, Africa since 1940: the past of the present, Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge.

- Coquery-Vidrovitch, C., 2012, Breve storia dell’Africa, 11 Mulino,
Bologna.

- Dassu, M., Menotti, R., 2023, “Troppi o troppo pochi: Stati Uniti e
Cina”, Aspenia, 2, 5-11.

- Ehlrich, P., 1968, The population bomb, River city press, Kansas.



&3
o > Geographles0 e

A Anthropocene ILSiElgnp

A \

ISSN 2611-3171

21st Century Landscape Sustainability, Development and
Transformations: Geographical Perceptions

Giovanni Messina, Bresena Kopliku (Eds)

- Forum China-Africa Cooperation, 2024, Beijing Declaration of the
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation. Accessed 21 February 2024 http://
www.fmprc.gov.cn/.

- Frigeri, D, Zuppi, M., 2018, Dall’ Africa all’Europa. La sfida politica
delle migrazioni, Donzelli, Roma.

- Geruso, M., Spears, D., 2023, With a whimper: depopulation and
longtermism. Accessed 21% 2024 https://sites.utexas.edu/pwi/files/2023/01/
Geruso_Spears Longtermism _and Population OUP.pdf.

- Giro, M., 2019, Global Africa, la nuova realta delle migrazioni: il volto
di un continente in movimento, Guerini & Associati, Milano.

- Goldstone, J., 2010, “The new population bomb. The four mega trends
that will change the world”, Foreign Affairs, 1, 21-34.

- Karra, M., Canning, D., Wilde, J., 2017, “The effect of fertility decline
on economic growth in Africa: a macrosimulation model, Population and

Development Review, 43, 237-263.

- Lacoste, Y., 2014, La géographie, ¢a sert, d’abord, a faire la guerre, La
Découverte, Paris.

- Meadows, D. H., 1972, The limits to growth, Signet, New York.



OPEN
ACCESS

o > Geographles0 e
] Anthropocene  1Sjleno
= T ISSN 2611-3171

21st Century Landscape Sustainability, Development and
Transformations: Geographical Perceptions

Giovanni Messina, Bresena Kopliku (Eds)

- Pagnini, M.P., Sanguin, A.L., 2015, Storia e teoria della geografia
politica. Una prospettiva internazionale, Edicusano, Roma.

- Roll, E., 1980, Storia del pensiero economico, Bollati Boringheri, Torino.

- Sale, G., 2020, “L’Africa: un continente in movimento”, La Civilta
Cattolica, 1, 561-571.

- Spears, D., 2023, The world population may peak in your life’s time.
What happens next?. Accessed 21 February 2024 https://www.nytimes.
com/2023/11/09/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-nov-15-2023.html.

- Terranova, G., 2024, " Dal Marocco al Global South: come cambia la
geografia della popolazione mondiale", ADiM Blog, Editoriale, maggio, 1-7.

- Terranova, G., 2023, “Demography, geopolitics and great power: a lesson
from the past”, AIMS Geosciences 9, 4, 798-809.

- The Economist, 2023, The world’s peak population, maybe smaller than
expected. Accessed 21 February 2024 https://www.economist.com/middle-
east-and-africa/2023/04/05/the-worlds-peak-population-may-be-smaller-
than-expected.

- UNDESA, 2022, World population prospects 2022. Accessed 21*
February 2024 https://desapublications.un.org/file/989/download


https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/09/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-nov-15-2023.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/09/learning/whats-going-on-in-this-graph-nov-15-2023.html
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2023/04/05/the-worlds-peak-population-may-be-smaller-than-expected
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2023/04/05/the-worlds-peak-population-may-be-smaller-than-expected
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2023/04/05/the-worlds-peak-population-may-be-smaller-than-expected
https://desapublications.un.org/file/989/download

3

PEER-REVIEWED
SERIES

ACTESS
o > Geographles0 e

n Anthropocene ILS ileno

A \

ISSN 2611-3171

21st Century Landscape Sustainability, Development and
Transformations: Geographical Perceptions

Giovanni Messina, Bresena Kopliku (Eds)

- UNFPA, 2023, State of world population 2023. 8 billions lives, infinite
possibilities, the case for rights and choices. Accessed 21 February 2024
https://www.unfpa.org/swp2023.


https://www.unfpa.org/swp2023

	_Hlk159251661
	_Hlk159250926
	_Hlk159253742
	_Hlk159253607
	_Hlk149852571
	_Hlk159261440
	_Hlk159254767
	_Hlk159251922
	_Hlk159252686
	_Hlk159257115
	_Hlk159259396
	_Hlk159261113
	_Hlk159260639
	_Hlk159257608
	_Hlk159251780
	_Hlk159757201
	_Hlk159592981
	_Hlk159077571
	_Hlk159189879
	_Hlk159189725
	_page_10_0
	_page_29_0
	_page_30_0
	_GoBack
	_Hlk154852950

